Origins of Scripture 

Many call apocryphal (hidden) what the Church has named Deutorocanonical (second canon). The Church maintains the Septuagint translation of the Bible, compiled and written in Greek approximately two centuries before Christ. This translation was an accepted and widely read version of the Jewish Scriptures at the time of Christ. It was not until after the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem, and the mass conversions to Christianity, that the deuterocanon was denied by the Jewish community due to the many references to Christ. 

The One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church accepted the Septuagint as the Old Testament Canon of Scripture, discerned the New Testament Canon of Scripture and confirmed them at the Councils of Hippo (393 AD) and Carthage (397 AD). The Church reaffirmed the Old Testament Canon at the Council of Trent (12/13/1545AD - 12/4/1563AD) because of the Protestant revolt and the denial of these books as the accepted Canon. The first 1611 King James Version of the Bible contained them. 

One argument, as noted by St Jerome in the 4th century when the Church was determining the Canon of Scripture, is that there were no original Hebrew texts of these books; the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls at and near Qumran have now produced evidence that there most likely were. Even without that evidence, the fact that the Septuagint existed before the Christian Church was established by Christ and His many references to it demonstrates that the Catholic Church did not add these books. Another argument is that the books had been considered uninspired and not considered worthy of Scripture by the Jewish community. The fact that the New Testament letters and Christ's divinity were also rejected seems to be ignored. Yet another argument is that the New Testament makes no reference to these books. Reading the deuterocanonical books reveals that many passages in the New Testament, over 300, refer to them. The shortened version of the Old Testament contains around only 50. This is confirmed by the Protestant authors Gleason Archer and G.C. Chirichigno in their book, "Old Testament Quotations in the New Testament: A Complete Survey" - Chicago: Moody Press, 1983 pp. xxv-xxxii. 

Many believe that salvation is attained by faith alone (sola fides), that the sole authority of Christians are the Scriptures (sola scriptura), and that those scriptures are subject to personal interpretation. These ideas are found nowhere in the Scriptures and, in fact, are refuted therein:


Faith AND works:
Mt 7.21; Mt 19.16-17; Mt 24.13; Jn 14.15; Jn 14.21; Rom 2.2-8; Rom 11.21; 
1Cor 13.2; Gal 5.4-6; Eph 2.8-10; Jam 2.24-26; Jam 2.14-24; Phil 2.12-13 

Sripture AND Tradition: 
Jn 21.25; 1Cor 11.2; 2Thess 2.15; 2Thess 3.6; 2Pet 1.20 


The Bible is a product of the Church, not vice versa. Many hold that the teachings of the Catholic Church are not biblical, but this is a result of eisegesis, reading meaning into Scripture, rather than objective exegesis, knowledge of history, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Many of the beliefs that our Separated Brethren hold to be true are only very recent. All an honest person need do is read the Church Fathers and the rest of history objectively to know the truth. The Catholic Church has ever been and ever will be the only completely authentic and authoritative interpreter of Scripture until the end of time as promised by Christ: Mt 16.13-20; Mt 28.18-20; Jn 14.25-26; Jn 16.12-15 


"For my part, I should not believe the gospel except moved by the authority of the Catholic Church. So when those on whose authority I have consented to believe in the gospel tell me not to believe in Manicheus, how can I but consent?" 
St Augustine (354-430AD) - Against the Epistle of Manichaeus 5,6 
